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President’s M essage

By Jerry McBride

The best time to fish in Washington is
almost here! As | write this article in
mid February, | am looking forward to
the March 1 opening of many lakes. If
you like to fish with chironomid
patterns this is the time to do it. Phil
Rowley, in his book Fly Patterns for
Sillwaters says that in the spring,
chironomids make up 50% of a trout's
diet. The odds are definitely in your
favor if you fish with a chironomid
pattern.

Annual Meeting - Our Annua
Meeting will be Saturday, April 13,
2002 at the Hal Holmes Center in
Ellensburg. It would be great if we had
at least one person from each of the 22
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Washington Council fly fishing clubs.
If you attend, you will find out what the
WSCFFF is doing and what other fly
fishing clubs in the state are up to. As
usual, the WSCFFF will be providing
lunch. For more detall, see the
invitation and reservation forms in this
newsl etter.

Nominations - Officers and board
members for 2002/2003 will be
nominated at the April 13, 2002 board

meeting.  The prdiminary list of
nominations is included in this
newdetter. If you would like to be

nominated for a position please contact
Director at Large, John Calhoun who is
in charge of nominations.

Websites - Our Communications
Director Bob Bates has done a great job
of creating a new Washington Council
website. If you haven't visited it, you
should. The address is <http://www.
washingtoncouncilfff.org/>.  Bob is
updating it constantly so visit the site
regularly to find out what is going on
with the WSCFFF.

Bob is now the "Fly of the Month"
editor for the National FFF website.
He brings tremendous knowledge,
experience, enthusiasm and attention to
detail to this position. To access the
Nationa FFF website go to <http://
www.fedflyfishers.org/>.

Washington State Fish and Wildlife
Regulations Changes - Thisis"major"
year for the department and they have
definitely listened to people who made
requests for changes in the regulations.
On the Eastside, several popular special

regulation lakes have had their season
opening changed from the April
general season opening to March 1.
For people who fish with chironomid
patterns this is a definite improvement.
The earlier opening is under catch and
release regulations so there is a
minimal impact on the resource. |
encourage fly fishers to get even more
involved with this regulation changing
process in the future. The Washington
State Fish and Wildlife Department is
definitely trying to make fishing better.

Rotenone - The Washington State Fish
and Wildlife Commission recently
approved a revision to their Lake and
Stream Rehabilitation policy. The
revised policy incorporates the changes
made by the Washington State
Department of Fish and Wildlife
(WDFW) in rotenone application
procedures to improve applicator and
public safety. This clears the way for
resumption of the rehabilitation
program. Some lakes might even be
rehabbed thisfall. Again, | thank al of
you who wrote to WDFW and your
legidators emphasizing the importance
of the lake rehab program and critical
role that rotenone playsin it.

2002 Northwest Fly Casting
Exposition (NWFCE) - This event
will be on September 21, 2002 at
Trophy Lake Golf and Casting near
Port Orchard, WA. A five minute
promotional video is available.
Contact NWFCE Committee Chairman
Vernon Young for details.

FLYFISHER Articles - Would you
like to have a story about something
going on in your area published in the
national FFF quarterly magazine

(Continued on page 2)
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FEDERATION OF
FLY FISHERS

Washington State Council
Federation of Fly Fishers
P.O. Box 921
Gig Harbor, WA 98335
(253) 265-6162
fax (253) 265-2263
email: vjyoung@attglobal .net

2001-2002 WSCFFF Officers

President and National Director
Jerry McBride, (509) 233-2108
email: JernNita@aol.com

Secretary
Michael Maruyama, (253) 939-2938
email: amayuram@msn.com

Treasurer
Jm Maus (253) 582-9580
email: JJmmaus@aol.com

Vice President, Westside
Conservation Chair
Bob Shirley (253) 581-1271
email: b.shirley@juno.com

Vice President, Eastside
Membership Chair
Irv Conner (509) 663-7054
email: kcconner @televar.com

Director at Large,
Salmon & Searun Cutthroat Chair
Vernon Young (253) 265-6162
email: VJY oung@eattglobal .net

(Continued from page 1)

FLYFISHER? Don Roberts has been
assigned by Amato Publications to find

local news to publish in the
FLYFISHER. Here is contact
information:
Don Roberts

Amato Publications
Ph. 503-636-2081
Email: dondiana@earthlink.net

PRELIMINARY LIST OF
OFFICERS AND BOARD
MEMBERS NOMINATED FOR
THE WASHINGTON STATE
COUNCIL OF THE FEDERATION
OF FLYFISHERS 2002/2003 TERM

Officers

President: Bob Shirley
Vice President West Dick Raider
Vice President East Jerry McBride
Secretary Len Zickler
Treasurer Larry Gibbs
Directors

Director of Comm. Bob Bates

Co-directors of Conservation
John Calhoun and Jerry McBride

Director of Edu. Russ Brown
Director at Large Donn Mills
Director at Large Ben Dennis
Director at Large Jim Maus
Director at Large Mike
Maruyama

National Directors
Baob Shirley

Jerry McBride
Bob Bates

FISHING AT
HOLE Sl X

By Larry Gibbs

For those of you who will be fishing
during the 2002 Northwest Fly Casting
Exposition, | am happy to report the
fish are alive and well at Hole 6. | have
been testing ways to weigh the fish and
to net them with a net that will hold a
10 pound trout long enough to measure
it. | have recommended to the
WSCFFF that we use the Berkley 0-20
LB electronic scales. It was the one
that seemed to work the best under the
conditions we have at the fishing hole.
| then had to try to find a decent net. |
finally had to settle for one that may
not be what we Catch and Release
fishers like to use, but it caused no
damage to the fish in dozens of nettings
and it as easy to use with the scales.
The handle is long and the opening
wide for easy netting.

We need volunteers who can help us up
at Hole 6. It will require about 3 and
1/2 hours of your time, from 9:30 AM
to 1:00 PM or from 1:00 PM to 4:30
PM. You will be weighing the fish
and/or recording the results.

| would like to go over some of the
rules we use at the fishing hole. | will
run a similar article in each newsletter
that comes out up to the date of the
exposition.

Use 5 weight or larger rods only,
nothing lighter. i

Use only a single fly with a single
barbless hook, no trailing flies.

It is permitted to have more than one
fly rod with you aslong as there is only
onelinein the water at atime.

When the 25 minute horn goes off, you
are permitted one more cast, but your
line and fly have to be out of the water
when the 30 minute horn sounds.
Someone else will start fishing at that
time and we can not alow you to
interfere with another contestant’s
fishing time.

As the time gets closer, | will let you
know what flies seem to be doing the
best. If you have any thoughts or
concerns, please e-mail me.

Larry Gibbs (Puget Sound Flyfishers)
Fishing Competition Coordinator

flytierO1l@foxinternet.com

Clubsin Covering
the Drift

Just half of the FFF associated clubs in
Washington have been featured in
Covering the Drift Featured clubs are
listed on the next page; if your club is
not listed get a member to write a short,
300 to 1000 words, article about it.
Give your clubs history, conservation
activities, education activities, fishing
activities, awards and meetings. It can
handwritten, typed (mail to: 2709 W
Dell Dr, Spokane, WA 99208) or sent
by e-mail bob-bates@worldnet.att.net .
(Continued on page 3)
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Director At Large
John Calhoun (425) 836-5529
email: johnscalhoun@msn.com

Director of Education,
National Director
Russ Brown, (509) 627-1218
e-mail: Anglerserv@aol.com

Director At Large
Dick Raider (360) 466-5797
email: raisler@cnw.com

Director of Communication,
National Director and newdetter editor
Robert Bates (509) 328-7327
e-mail: bob-bates@worldnet.att.net

Director at Large
Donn Mills (425) 481-4316
email: Millsdonn@aol.com

Director at Large
Ben Dennis, (509) 996-2784
e-mail: flyrodranch@mymethow.com

Director at Large
Len Zickler, (253) 942-4484
e-mail: len_zickler@msn.com

Director at Large
Larry Gibbs, (253) 863-2203
e-mail: flytierO1@foxinternet.com

(Continued from page 2)

October 1998, Inland Empire Fly
Fishing Club

January 1999, Puget Sound Flyfishers
Club

June 1999, Spokane Fly Fishers
September 1999, Overlake Fly Fishing
Club
December
Flyfishers
March 2000, Clearwater Fly Casters
May 2000, Fidalgo Fly Fishers
September 2000, Wenatchee Valley Fly
Fishers

December 2000, Northwest Women
Flyfishers

March 2001, Fourth Corner Fly Fishers
June 2001, Evergreen Fly Fishing Club

1999, Clark-Skamania

Magic Number 42

Where Science and Fishing Meet

By Dave Spiller of the South Sound
Fly Fishers of Olympia, WA
(FFF Clubwire, January 2002 )

Forty-two is a magic number to still
water fisherman (those that use metric
the magic number is 4). Forty-two
degrees is the temperature where water
is at its densest. Density is the ratio of
mass to volume. Fluids (gasses and
liquids) form layers based on density;
less dense fluids float on top of denser
fluids. The same thing happens in a
lake, with temperature determining the
density of water. So in the summer, the
water is the warmest at the top and
decreases in water temperature as you
progress to deeper water until the water
temperature reaches 42 degrees

Fahrenheit (4 centigrade). Moving
waters tend to get mixed up and unless
they are very big do not form the layers
of varying temperature/density.

As the water surface cools in the fall,
cooler water sinks, filling the lake from
the bottom up with water at 42 degrees
Fahrenheit. Until the entire lake is at
42 degrees Fahrenheit (4 centigrade),
thisis cdled the fall turnover of alake.
At turnover the water at the bottom
tends to mix with the water at the
surface, the process mixes nutrients and
oxygen.

We dl know that fish are cold blooded,
and seek out their comfort zone
(Temperature). But reading a lake is
much more than knowing that the
temperature changes with depth.
Water's viscosity also changes with
temperature, and has its lowest
viscosity at forty-two degrees. High
viscosity fluids are slow moving, like
honey. Lower viscosity fluids are
faster moving; for example, air has a
lower viscosity than water. When the
wind blows over a lake, the wind will
move the water just a little, pushing the
water from one end to the other
forming an oval current along the upper
layers of alake, and adding oxygen to
the water. Under the water’s surface a
similar event is occurring at the
thermocline. The thermocline is the
point where the viscosity changes
enough to prevent the free exchange of
current. Just like the lake surface and
the wind, the water above the
thermocline moves across the surface,
at slow pace but faster than the water
below the thermocline.. This process
adds and mixes oxygen. above the

thermocline and the water below the
thermocline has a much less oxygen.
Since fish need oxygen, they tend to
stay above the thermocline regardless
of their preferred temperature range.

In the winter a dlightly different
seqguence occurs, water is at its densest
at 42 degrees, so water colder than 42
degrees floats. This is why ice floats.
If this did not happen lakes would
freeze from the bottom up and many of
our lakes would be fishless.

During ice out the thermoclineis very
close to the surface, making fishing
fabulous after ice out. Thefish are
restricted to a small portion of the lake
near the surface, and they are usually
hungry.

Whirling Disease

Fish pathologists from the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and the
Washington Department of Fish and
Wildlife (WDFW) found the pathogens
during an on-going wild fish health
survey in Pend Oreille, Stevens and
Ferry county streams. Although not the
first time the whirling disease agent has
been found in Washington, this is the
furthest upstream occurrence in the
Columbia River drainage.

Waters involved are; Scatter Creek
(Ferry County); Cee Cee Ah Creek, the
east branch of Le Clerc Creek, and the
north fork of Calispell Creek (al in
Pend Oreille County), and the south
fork of Mill Creek (in Stevens County).

(Continued on page 6)
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The Angler’'s Manifesto

We received this by e-mail a few months
ago. Richard Louv put together his
thoughts on fishing and PETA. They are
his, which you can take or reject. You
will also see that he is selling his latest
book.

To President Jerry McBride

I’'m a San Diego journalist and the author
of Fly-Fishing for Sharks: An Angler’s
Journey Across America (Simon &
Schuster/Fireside), the result of three
years of research into the cultures of
fishing.

Recently, I've been looking a severa
issues that are important to anyone who
loves fishing. Among these challenges:
the changing cultures of fishing;
increased social pressure from anti-
fishing folks; and the growing
disconnection of children from nature.

With the help of many anglers online,
I’ve drafted an essay called The Angler’s
Manifesto, which addresses some of these
issues. The manifesto, widdly circulated
on the Internet, was recently published in
The Oregonian and The Denver Post. My
website (' http://www.flyfishingforsharks.
com ) provides a link to the essay - and
aso to a new piece about the importance
of fishing to children. If the essays are
appropriate to your club's newsletter or
website, you're welcome to republish or
distribute them (with mention of the
book, please).

In addition, you'll find information about
Fly-Fishing for Sharks. An Angler's
Journey Across America. It's not redly
about sharks; it's about people -- and the
magic of fishing in every part of the
nation. Featured on NPR's “Talk of the
Nation” and “PBS News Hour,” the book
is now available in paperback as well as
hard cover. In it, | offer a few
suggestions for how to constructively
face the challengesto fishing.

If any of this sounds helpful or
interesting, | hope you and your club will
check out the website, the manifesto - and
the book. Thanks much.

-- Rich Louv

by Richard Louv

One of the first assaults on fishing took
place two years ago, when Dawn Carr and
Gill the Fish, her piscatoria partner, visited
dozens of schools around the country.

“Only one school let usin,” reported Carr,
anti-fishing campaign coordinator  for
People for the Ethical Treatment of
Animals. Undeterred, she and Gill, the 6-
foot-tall, costumed fish mascot, stationed
themselves just beyond school property.
There, they passed out literature and told
kids about the evils of fishing.

In March, 2000, declaring fishing “the final
frontier of animal rights,” PETA sent out a
news release announcing plans to dump
sedatives into Texas Lake Palestine. The
goa: ruin a fishing tournament scheduled
for April 1. Severa gullible newspapers
ran stories about the threat, missing the fact
that the release included such names as
April Phule and Jo Kizonu. No joke. This
year: anti-fishing radio commercials.

Meanwhile, PETA’s overseas counterparts
have adopted methods now being
considered by American activists: throwing
rocks into popular fishing waters and
sending scuba divers to spook the fish.
Protests in England and Germany have
aready produced fishing bans on a number
of lakes and streams.

Ingtinctively, most anglers dismiss such
tacticsas silly. “Don't rise to the bait,” they
say, “don't give these people the attention
they crave.” But as PETA -- well-financed,
with a membership of 700,000 -- thrusts its
aggressive campaign into schools, as it
discolors the public image of al anglers, as
it attracts media attention anyway, we no
longer have the luxury of turning away --
not only because of PETA, but because of
greater threats: pollution, watershed
destruction, and the slipping popularity of
fishing among the young.

It'stime for an angler's manifesto.
-- Preserve angling; savefish.

Next time someone attacks fishing, ask: If
fishing were outlawed tomorrow, what
would be the fate of our watersheds? Who
watches the lakes and streams, the hidden
branches of lost canyons and forgotten
slopes, more closely than anglers? Who
knows those waters better?:

— il

“A persistent error of many of my (anti-
angling) students is to claim that they do
not ‘intervene in nature,” says Michael
LaChat, professor of ethics at Methodist
Theological School of Delaware, writing in
Salmon-Seelheader. “But their shoes, cars,
houses, pets, children and even their
vegetarian preferences directly and
indirectly cause the death of animas. By
omission or commission, we are predators
aswell as conservers.”

Anglers have a symbiotic relationship with
fish; we share incentives to be their
stewards. Many of us give thousands of
hours in volunteer work to stresms and
watershed restoration. Americans who fish
contribute billions of dollars directly or
through angling fees and fishing gear excise
taxes to support hatcheries, stocking
programs, and habitat restoration.

-- Fish (probably) do not fed pain.

Anti-anglers insist that fish fed a pan
paralel to our own. However, neurological
evidence shows that fish do not have brain
structures comparable with the human
neocortex. Therefore, fish are unlikely to
consciously experience pain stimuli. What
fish do have are “wonderfully developed
systems for avoiding or escaping from
threats that are outside the limits of their
typica habitats, and thereby create
physiological stress,” says zoologist John
G. Nickum, chair of the American Fisheries
Society’s committee on the use of fish in
research.

Even if what fish feel can be called pain,
the sensation likely stops short of what
humans consider suffering. As California
fisheries biologist Brian Curtis wrote many
years ago, the brain of the fish “fails to
provide a home for the conscious
association of ideas, and therefore robs pain
of an imagination to work on.”

As for the more radical conviction shared
by some animal rights advocates, that fish
are “experiencing subjects’ with belief
systems of their own, that position is even
more unproveable.

-- Good fishing isan ethical act.

Animal rights activists don't own the
franchise on morality. Long before PETA
arrived on the stream, anglers were arguing

(Continued on page 5)
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about ethics. Today, we debate fishing
moratoria on heavily-fished waters and no-
wading zones to protect spawning areas.
Catch-and-release is commonly practiced.
(Based on the assumption that fish feel pain
as humans do, PETA calls it “catch-and-
torture.”) Some bass tournament anglers
now champion “paper weigh-ins,”
eliminating the need to keep fish in live
wells. These discussions, among anglers,
are fierce and evolving.

Other anglers believe that catching and
eating is the most ethical kind of fishing.
As to that, PETA maintains that fishing is
unnecessary because vegetarianism is a
reasonable option. Being a vegetarian is an
honorable choice, but it's not the only one.
Is our culture's increasing emotional and
intellectual detachment from the source of
our food honorable? All Americans --
including the non-vegan vegetarians who
eat fish -- should be aware that fish are not
born plastic-wrapped, that they once lived
and that their sacrifice nourishes us.
Nothing teaches that ethic, particularly to
the young, as effectively as fishing for your
dinner.

-- What we seek, when we fish, is not
trivial.

PETA claims that sport fishing is trivial.
Angling’s contribution to the economy isn't
trivial -- $108 billion nationaly, according
to the American Sportfishing Association's
most recent annua figures. More
importantly, the ritual of fishing connects
many of us to something larger than
ourselves. Yes, fishing is fun. But it aso
binds the generations, and it offers healing.

“1 dmost hate to say fishing. 1'd rather call
it water treatment,” says Margot Page, afly-
fisher who serves on the board of Casting
for Recovery, a program for breast cancer
patients.  She points out that fishing
programs for troubled kids and the mentally
ill are enormoudly effective. We go to the
water, she says, for “solace, for
understanding, for cleansing, for rebirth.” If
that sounds vaguely religious, so beit.

“PETA is trying to force their religion on
us,” says Sugar Ferris, founder of Bass'n
Gal, a women’s fishing association. “And
that's not right.”

-- Future generations deserve theright to
fish.

Our most important goal should be to
preserve fishing for our grandchildren.
Despite recent growth, the upswing in
fishing has flattened. Sales of fishing
licenses now lag behind population
growth -- particularly among young people.
Yet, never before have children been in
more need of direct experience with nature.
One sixth-grader says the reason he prefers
to play indoors is because “that's where all
the electrical outletsare.”

If we adlow PETA, environmenta
degradation, or any other force to prevent
kids from fishing, we only accelerate that
process -- hurting children today and
degrading future care for the environment.

Yes, fishing is messy -- even moraly
messy -- but so is nature. No child can truly
know or value the outdoors if the natura
world remains under glass, seen only
through binocular lens, television screen or
computer monitor. To begin to fathom the

paradoxes of wildlife, the beauty and horror
of nature, the sweetness of life and the
necessity of death, children must get their
hands dirty and their feet wet. There is no
other way. And no better instruction than
fishing.

-- Anglersof theworld, unite.

What can we do? Quit fighting with other
anglers. That would be a start. Too often,
America's fishing cultures tend to view
each other with disdain, if at all. During my
research for “Fly-Fishing for Sharks: An
American Journey,” one well-known
steelhead fly-fisher of the Northwest
refused to be interviewed because he didn't
want his words appearing in any book that
included bass tournament fishers. If the
enemies of fishing wanted to divide and
conquer anglers, they couldn't do a better
job than anglers have done to themselves.

But what if Americas 44 million sport
fishers joined forces? Our ranks would
comprise one of the nation’s most powerful
environmental |lobbies -- perhaps the
largest - championing the protection of
nature and the preservation of fishing.

Unlikely? Stranger things have happened.
Conservative Ray Scott, father of the bass
tournament culture, and libera Robert
Kennedy, Jr., a founder of Riverkeeper,
which helped save the Hudson River, have
joined forces to fight the Coast Guard's
nasty habit of dumping toxic batteries in
good water.

In the worlds of fishing, cross-cultural
campaigns -- though till rare -- work. In
November, voters in Virginia and North

(Continued on page 6)

Federation of Fly Fishers Membership Application

Full Name

Address

City / State / Zip
Phone home / work

Club Affiliation

Birth Date

Referred by:

Apply online at www.fedflyfishers.org
Please mail or call us at

Federation of Fly Fishers
PO Box 1595
Bozeman MT 59771

406 585 7592
406 585 7596 fax

for those age 65 and over
< (B) Family Membership ($35)
spouses and children under 14
<= (H) 3-Year Family Member ($82)
< (Y) Youth Membership ($11)

for individual members under 14

Please check membership category
Canadian memberships add $5 per year All other countries add $10 per year

< (A) Individual Membership ($29) =
<= (G) 3-year individual ($70) o
< (0) Senior Membership ($22) <
o
o

(C) Sponsoring Contributor ($64)

(D) Century Contributor ($100)

(L) Individual Life ($465)

payment plans available

(T) Couple Life ($696)

(E) Retail Membership ($70)
small fishing equipment stores

© (S) Sustaining Membership ($185)

commercial / manufacturing businesses

Credit Card
Card Number

Check Enclosed (checks payable to F.F.F.) US Funds
Visa MasterCard

Discover

Expiration Date
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Dakota quietly and overwhelmingly voted
to make hunting and fishing constitutionally
protected rights. They weren't joking.
They weren’t wishing the threat would go
away. They were writing their own
manifesto.

A Few Fly Tying
Sites

Keep an eye on <http://www.
flyfishamerica.com/>. Al and Gretchen
Beatty write the fly tying columns for
Fly Fish America. They put in pictures
and recipes of the flies for each
regional issue and a full write up with
tying instructions for your region.
Check at your local fly shop to see if
they have the latest issues. (They are
free) The new fly tying web site for
Fly Fish America is under construction.
It will contain Al and Gretchen
Beatty'sflies.

Another web site has over 500 close up

pictures of flies. http://www.danica.
com/flytier/ Select atier, click on the
thumbnail picture and get a picture that
fills up much of the screen. Sometimes
there is only the picture, but many have
recipes. Three or so flies have full
tying instructions.

The Virtua Flyshop has 2920 patterns
online <http://www.flyshop.com/
bench/>. All of them have recipes, and
the ones with pictures have a camera
beside the fly’s name. Instructions and
notes are minimal on most flies.

Alaska Fly Fishers <http://www.
akflyfishers.org/flyof month.html>.
Excellent step by step pictures and
instructions. One fly per month.

Federation of Fly Fishers <http://www.
fedflyfishers.org> then follow the links
from “Featured Fly” or go to the “Site
Map.” Close up picture of finished fly
and a black and white downloadable
picture are provided. History, insect
imitated, fishing experience, fishing

methods, and other information are
given aong with the recipe and
detailed tying instructions

(Continued from page 3)

The pathogen was detected, but the
disease was not. The presence of the
pathogen was confirmed only in eastern
brook trout at five locations, out of a
total of 60 sites sampled.

The new detection significantly
expands the known geographic range of
the pathogen, said WDFW Fish Health
Program Manager John Kerwin, (360)
902-2681.

“This will definitely affect how we
handle fish from those areas,” he said.

Kerwin said fisheries managers from
several agencies and organizations will
work cooperatively on a plan to prevent
the spread of the pathogen and further
investigate its presence during the 2002
field season.
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